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KITCHENER PARK — ALEPPO PINES 
Statement by Member for Nedlands 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands) [12.53 pm]: There has been much discussion within the Nedlands electorate 
in recent weeks over the footprint of the new inner-city Subiaco college. The site for the school is the well-known 
Kitchener Park that, as it turns out, has quite a significant history. In the period 1921 to 1925, Mr Alexander Bruce, 
MBE, was curator of parks and gardens for the Subiaco council. Soon after his appointment, the council granted 
him a portion of land on Kitchener Park for a street tree nursery site. At this time Subiaco’s streetscape was nothing 
like today’s and Mr Bruce set about transforming Subiaco, laying the foundation for what we see today. In 1924, 
Mr Bruce organised for a number of Australian native seedlings from his nursery to be sent to the Imperial War 
Graves Commission at Gallipoli. These became the first Australian plantings amongst the graves of fallen 
Australians in Gallipoli. The plantings are still there today. In exchange, Mr Bruce received a number of seeds 
from Ansea, Gallipoli, including Aleppo pines, which were then both sown and raised in Kitchener Park. Many 
current pines in WA and Australia originated from Kitchener Park. There is a concern by many in the community 
that the historical value of trees amongst the Kitchener Park area are now under threat. This includes a row of 
Aleppo pines along Coghlan Street that were amongst the seeds brought back from Gallipoli, and hold great 
historical significance to the people of Subiaco and WA. Kitchener Park has quite a history and I, among many 
residents and the City of Subiaco, are keen to see that those trees are preserved.  
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